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 HEMPSTEAD HARBOR PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
Phase II Activities Undertaken  

On Behalf of Member Municipalities 
March 10, 2019 to March 9, 2020 Permit Year  

 
MCM # 1 – Public Education and Outreach 
 

• Staffed information booths at three events: the Port Washington Chamber 
of Commerce’s HarborFest on June 2, 2019; the North Shore Kiwanis 
Club’s Sea Cliff Mini Mart on October 6, 2019; and National Estuaries Day 
at Theodore Roosevelt Park in Oyster Bay. Total attendees estimated at 
15,000. 

 
• Led senior citizens on two environmental tours along Hempstead Harbor 

shoreline at North Hempstead Beach Park on July 15, 2019 and August 
12, 2019. 
 

• Worked with Rep. Thomas Suozzi, the Port Washington-Manhasset Office 
of Emergency Management, the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee, 
and Save the Sound to plan press conference and public meeting with the 
Army Corps of Engineers on proposed storm surge barriers for elected 
officials and others which were held on October 24, 2019 in Great Neck. 

 
• Attended three press conferences: one on July 29, 2019 at Laurel Hollow 

Beach to promote shellfish gardens as a means to mitigate stormwater 
pollutants; one on August 2, 2019 with Save the Sound and Rep. Thomas 
Suozzi to report on beach water quality; and one on February 28, 2020 
with Citizens Campaign for the Environment to celebrate and promote the 
implementation of New York State’s single use plastic bag ban. 
 

• Continued participation with the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee, 
Oyster Bay Cold Spring Harbor Protection Committee, Town of Oyster 
Bay, the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor and Friends of the Bay in 
C.E.S.S.P.O.O.L. grant to raise public awareness of impact of onsite 
waste treatment systems. (C.E.S.S.P.O.O.L. = Coordinated Environmental 
Solutions to Septic Problems Occurring On Long Island). This included 
distributing a series of fact sheets to homeowners and maintaining a 
website and Facebook page. 
 

• Organized a boat tour of Hempstead Harbor for elected officials scheduled 
for September 6, 2019. Unfortunately, it had to be cancelled due to severe 
weather. 
 

• Promoted a “Scoop the Poop Long Island” Facebook page to educate the 
public on pet waste issues. 

 



• HHPC’s Executive Director helped organize the Long Island Envirothon 
which was held on April 30, 201 at the Old Bethpage Village Restoration in 
Old Bethpage. 
 

• Maintained and updated the Hempstead Harbor website: 
(www.HempsteadHarbor.org) including its blog page. 
 

• Published 3 articles in the Sea Cliff Village Bulletin: one on July 17, 2019 
on 1-4, dioxane; one on October 8, 2019 on PFAS; and one on January 
20, 2020 on grants for nitrogen-reducing septic systems.  

 
• Published a blog article on July 22, 2019 on emerging contaminants.   

 
• Copied and distributed 27 articles and editorials in weekly and daily 

papers to municipal representatives and others on water quality issues. 
 

• Participated with the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 
in the distribution of two professional videos (one 30 minutes and one 5 
minutes) entitled Stormwater Pollution and Green Infrastructure Solutions 
along with an accompanying brochure. 

 
• Maintained and updated a Facebook site with relevant articles on water 

quality.  
 

• Updated and distributed a list of media outlets. 
 

• Monitored Nassau County sewage spill reports for the Glen Cove 
Wastewater Treatment Facility and posted information on Facebook and 
e-mailed to Committee members and others. 
 

• Distributed brochures on shellfishing in Hempstead Harbor. 
 

• Distributed brochures on understanding beach closures and on the 
problems associated with feeding of wildfowl. 
 

• Posted water quality monitoring results for Hempstead Harbor on website 
and Facebook. 
 

• Published and distributed an Annual Water Quality Report on water quality 
in Hempstead Harbor in hard copy and disk formats and posted it on a 
website. 

 
• Participated in a lobby day in Albany to promote the NYS Environmental 

Protection Fund and to educate state legislators on the need to fund 
stormwater efforts. 
 
 



• Participated in the Army Corps of Engineers public meeting on proposed 
storm surge barriers on October 24, 2019 at the US Merchant Marine 
Academy and relayed a summary to HHPC municipalities and others. 
 

• Attended Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan (LINAP) Fertilizer Workgroup 
meetings on April 12, 2019 and relayed summaries to HHPC 
municipalities and others. 
 

• Attending a meeting on March 21, 2020 to assist the Long Island Nitrogen 
Action Plan (LINAP) with coordinating a meeting with Protection 
Committees. 
 

• Attended a meeting with DEC Water Division representatives in Riverhead 
on October 3, 2018 to discuss the status of Shellfish Pathogen TMDLs 
and relayed summaries to HHPC municipalities. 

 
• Organized and conducted a Coordinated Harbor Cleanup with the Towns 

of North Hempstead, Oyster Bay and the City of Glen Cove on April 15, 
2019 and began organizing a second one for 2020. 
 

• Attended a Fertilizer Roundtable discussion at Farmingdale State College 
on May 29, 2018 and relayed a summary to HHPC municipalities and 
others. 
 

• Gave a joint presentation with the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee 
to the Port Washington League of Women Voters on ways to protect our 
local waterways on November 17, 2019. 
 

• Attended a seminar entitled “Turning the Tide” at Stony Brook University 
on nitrogen-reduction efforts and relayed summaries to HHPC member 
municipalities. 
 

• Attended NYS DEC and LINAP meeting on July 19, 2019 on its LIQWIDS 
Data Sharing program and relayed information to member municipalities. 
 

• Attended the annual Water We Going to Do conference in Hauppauge on 
November 19, 2019 and prepared a summary which was shared with 
member municipalities and others. 
 

• HHPC’s Executive Director began pursuing an Environmental 
Sustainability Certificate at Hofstra University in conjunction with the 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery.  He attended two courses – one on 
June 25, 2019 on native plants and one on September 24, 2019 on 
coastal wetland ecology and relayed summaries of the courses to 
municipal members and others. 
 

• Attended an environmental roundtable with NYS DEC Commissioner Basil 
Seggos on March 6, 2020 in Melville to provide guidance on the proposed 



Restore Mother Nature $3 Billion state environmental bond act and 
relayed suggestions to member municipalities and others. 

 
• Revised and distributed HHPC’s member list. 
 

 
MCM #2 – Public Participation 
 

• Held eight HHPC meetings (open to the public). These were held on 
March 13, 2019, April 10, 2019, May 16, 2019 (Joint Protection Committee 
meeting), June 5, 2019, September 11, 2019, October 16, 2019, 
November 13, 2019, and January 8, 2020.  
 

• Helped organize a tour (open to the public) of an innovative wetlands-
based septic system on May 16, 2019 at The Nature Conservancy’s 
Uplands Farm headquarters in Cold Spring Harbor. 
 

• Conducted a citizen’s science water monitoring program with local 
citizen’s group (Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor) and volunteers. This 
consisted of a weekly program during the summer for 24 weeks and a bi-
weekly program during the winter for another 24 weeks. 
 

• HHPC’s Executive Director was selected to serve on a consortium with 
universities and others to help plan the use of the Town of Hempstead’s 
restored Shellfish Laboratory. It’s use is intended to provide a means for 
students to conduct research on shellfish pathogens, Bioextraction, etc. 

 
• Continued networking with local citizens groups (Coalition to Save 

Hempstead Harbor, Glenwood / Glen Head Civic Association, North Shore 
Land Alliance, and United Civic Council of Glen Head and Glenwood 
Landing). 
 

• Continued to provide representation to the Long Island Sound Study 
Citizens Advisory Committee, the Nassau County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, the Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan Advisory 
Committee, the LINAP Fertilizer Workgroup, the NYS DEC TMDL 
Workgroup, the NYS DEC MS4 Workgroup, the NYS DEC Dredge 
Material Subcommittee, and the New York Marine Sciences Consortium. 
 

• Continued to provide advice, as requested to the Town of North 
Hempstead in the development of a Blueway Trail from Little Neck Bay to 
Hempstead Harbor and to the Town of Oyster Bay in its development of a 
Blueway trail from Hempstead Harbor to Oyster Bay and Cold Spring 
Harbor. 
 

• Promoted area beach cleanups and invasive removal projects.  
 



• Assisted with the planning and conducting of a volunteer removal of 
invasive plants and planting of native plants, trees, shrubs and other 
plants at Nassau County’s historic Cedarmere site. 

 
• Partnered with the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 

and the Friends of Cedarmere along with volunteers to maintain the rain 
gardens installed at Cedarmere in Roslyn Harbor. 

 
• Continued to work with the Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory 

Committee to educate Congressional representatives about water quality 
improvements and the need for additional federal funding. This effort 
resulted in a record level of federal funding for Long Island Sound 
environmental programs in FY 2020. Many of the projects funded include 
public participation. 
 

• Assisted the Nassau County Executive’s office with the implementation of 
a grant program for homeowners for nitrogen-reducing septic systems.  

 
MCM # 3 – Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 

• Tested water quality weekly from May to October and biweekly at selected 
locations between November and April and checked results to see if any 
unusual readings or trends occurred which might indicate illicit discharges. 
 

• Continued to monitor unidentified discharges in Glen Cove Creek and 
continued to work with various agencies to try to determine their origin. 
 

• Continued to implement a multi-year C.E.S.S.P.O.O.L. public education 
program to raise awareness about the impact of discharges from onsite 
septic systems and the need to conduct regular maintenance. Proper 
maintenance of septic systems may reduce the incentive for homeowners 
and others to install illicit discharges to handle overflows. 

 
• Assisted the City of Glen Cove with identifying remedial measures to 

mitigate sources of contamination to Crescent Beach. 
 
MCM # 4 – Construction Site Runoff Control 
 

• Assisted the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District in 
planning and holding two NYS DEC certification and training sessions for 
municipal officials and contractors in sediment and erosion control on 
August 13, 2019 and on December 10, 2019. A total of 164 persons were 
trained and certified. 
 

• Monitored changes in regulations and advised member municipalities as 
necessary.  HHPC’s Executive Director served as the official NYS DEC 
representative for all of Long Island’s MS4 Operators to participate in 
discussions regarding revised MS4 Stormwater permit. 



 
• Observed for unusual discharges or conditions while conducting weekly 

water quality monitoring (late spring to fall) that might indicate inadequate 
erosion and sediment control from construction sites. 

 
MC # 5 – Post Construction Runoff Control 
 

• Assisted the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District in 
planning and holding two NYS DEC certification and training sessions for 
municipal officials and contractors in sediment and erosion control on 
August 13, 2019 and on December 10, 2019. A total of 164 persons were 
trained and certified. 

 
• Monitored changes in regulations and advised member municipalities as 

necessary.  HHPC’s Executive Director served as the official NYS DEC 
representative for all of Long Island’s MS4 Operators to participate in 
discussions regarding revised MS4 Stormwater permit. 

 
• Observed for unusual discharges or conditions while conducting weekly 

water quality monitoring (late spring to fall) that might indicate inadequate 
erosion and sediment control from construction sites. 

 
MCM # 6 – Good Housekeeping 
 

• Assisted the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District in 
planning and holding two NYS DEC certification and training sessions for 
municipal officials and contractors in sediment and erosion control on 
August 13, 2019 and on December 10, 2019. A total of 164 persons were 
trained and certified. 
 

• Worked with the Town of Oyster Bay on a successful grant application to 
replace the septic systems at Tappen Beach with innovative nitrogen-
reducing technologies. 
 

• Worked with the Town of Oyster Bay to incorporate nitrogen and bacteria 
filtration devices in 37 catch basins in the Powerhouse Drain 
subwatershed as part of a highway improvement project. This contract 
was awarded in early 2019, new storm drains were installed in the fall f 
2019 and the storm drain filtration devices began being fabricated in 
March of 2019. 
 

• Participated with the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District 
in the distribution of two professional videos (one 30 minutes and one 5 
minutes) entitled Stormwater Pollution and Green Infrastructure Solutions 
along with an accompanying brochure. 
 

• Assisted the Long Island Native Plant Initiative with offering low cost 
native plants to municipalities and residents. 



 
• Continued to work with the Town of Oyster Bay, the Village of Sea Cliff 

and the City of Glen Cove to maintain pet waste stations provided by 
HHPC. 
 

• Coordinated a successful effort to obtain state funds in the FY 2020 
budget for one or more additional shellfish pathogen laboratories on Long 
Island. This will allow for more bacteria testing and more accurate 
pathogen TMDLs. 
 

• Assisted with the planning and removal of invasive plants at Scudder’s 
Pond in Sea Cliff. This will help the native plants that were installed in 
2012 to continue to thrive and provide natural filtration for stormwater 
pollutants. 

 
• Assisted the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District with 

providing funding to local governments and not-for-profit organizations for 
conservation and water-quality projects. 

 
OTHER 
 

• Continued to serve as a member of the Long Island Nitrogen Action Plan’s 
Nassau County Subwatershed Planning Advisory Workgroup. 
 

 
 

 
 
































































